
 
 

Did the first 
dosage work? 

 

Administration of Naloxone (Narcan) 2 mg Intranasal by Atomizer, After a Suspected Opioid Drug 
Overdose for Firefighter and Law Enforcement  

 

 

 

 

        Is patient unresponsive? Decreased respiratory effort, pinpoint pupils, history of narcotic 
ingestions or fentanyl patches on skin? 
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Check person 
for 

responsiveness 

Yes                   No 
Continue monitoring 

patient per normal protocol 
and wait for EMS 

Perform a sternal 
rub and assess per 

protocol 

Administer one half 
of the syringe per 

nostril (1 mg/nostril)   

Assess for signs of 
an overdose.  

Wait 5 minutes 
Monitor patient’s 

respirations.  

ABOVE 8 breaths/minute 
place patient on their side  

BELOW 8 breaths/minute – 
perform rescue breathing 

Stay with the person until EMS 
arrives and document your response 

Advisory  
If the person becomes pulseless, begin chest 
compressions. 

The half-life of Naloxone is between 30-90 minutes. 

After the administration of naloxone, the patient may 
feel “dope sick” and could become: confused, upset, 
uncomfortable, agitated or aggressive. 

 

Administer the second dosage 

Follow your agencies standard resuscitation protocol.  

A Bag Valve Mask (BVM) is recommended. 

Assemble the nasal adapter after performing a set of rescue breaths. 

 

Does patient have a 
pulse and breathing? No 


